
IZ-DS-D6 03:5Zpm From-Reich, Adell, Cro;t , Cvitan 213 386 5583 T-Z56 POOl/OO3 F-128

REICH, ADELL, CROST & CVITAN I I HIRSCH ADELL MAR.sH~M.HAMASAKI
A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION I PAUL CROST NEELAM c;HANDNA

ALEXANDER B. CVITAN CARLOS R PEREZ

';'"' t',' '" ~RIANNE REIN~OlD DEBRA S. GOLDBERG
3550 WILSHIRE BOUL.EVARD. SUITE 2000 ~,:,,:,;:!,,~t.,~t!J J Op.VID SACKMAN PETER A HUTCHINSON

LOS ANGEL ES CALI F O RNIA 90010 ., "[ "';c""",:'.,',,;, LAURENCE S. ZMSON ANDREW 81RNBAUM
.'y" "' "";\\ c

5 j hr'.,\~" ;\..,c"", WilliAM Y SHEH
TEL 1213) 366-3860 .FAX (213) 38&- 583 '1'C:!fW,,$,,'*'t":'.l';i'c

OF COUNS~l .
'. c', ,"" cc'"www.racclaw.com lI1!~~¥f';!'\;:':'::!i::*~';1~ GEORGEA. PAPP'f JULIUS MEl REICH

I 111!' ""'7~:::~':;c::~'.{~?,,~!, SYEVEN T. NUTTER (1 gJJ .2000)

Deccmber 8, 2006

VIA FACSllv1IL£ & OVERNIGHT DELIVERY
(916) 322.6440

;:;Ron. Liane M. Randolph, Commission Chair
Luisa Menchaca, Esq., General Counsel
Fair Political Practices Commission
428 J Street, Suite 800
Sacramento, CA 95814

--

Rc Proposal for RegulatioJ1 on Rtporting of Specified Contributions and
Expenditttrcs by Political Party Committees
ProI2osed 2 C.C.R. Section 18530.3 ~

Dear ChairwomaI1 Randolph and Ms. Menqhaca:

This law firm is counsel to the Los ~geles County Democratic Central Committee, also
known as the Los Angeles COU)lty Democr~[ic Party (LACDP).

The LACDP has reviewed the proppsal to require political party cqmminees to report
certain contributions ill1d expenditures used for the purpose of making expendi rores supporting or
defeating state or local candidates and/or ballot mcasures. As a general proposition, the LACDP
believcs that the proposcd regulation is superior to the proposal as to which pre-notice comments
wcre solicited. That said, the proposed regulation presents two specific issues warranting
cornmcnt.

1 The proposed regulation requires the disclosure by a political party committee of
the political party committee'!, receipt of "Fcderal'Levin fund" contributions which
are used to rnakc "contributiqns." A[ [he time contributions to the "Fedcral:Levin
Fund" are received, it is ofted impossible to know how the funds will be used. For
example, at the time contributions are received, a political patty committee does not
know iftbe funds win be u!'ed for "contributions," independent expenditures,
membership communications, issue advocacy, get-out-the-vote activities or generic
party activities. Accordingly, the LACDP's tr~asurer advises tbat she would not
have sufficient infonnation to comply and would likely be left with no practical
altemativc oth~r than to report all contributions to the "Federal Levin Fund."
Because such contributions are already reported on a political party committee's
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federal reports, the LACDP sees no useful purpose for this reporting requirdment
and sLlgge5ts that it be delcteq from subsection (a) of the propo~ed rcgulatioh (2
C.C.R. Section 18530.3). I

2 With respect to subsection (b), the LACDP believes that Option 2--which ptovides
for reponing of expel1dirures from a federal account which constitute an '
"expenditure" for the purpose of supporting or dcfcating a candidate for staie or
local oftice--is preferablc to Option 1 becaus~ Option 2 does not involve th~
Commission in interpreting and applying federal law and 9ccause Option 2 'will
result in fewer simations in which legal advice is required:to detennine whether an
expenditure out ofa federal account must be reported_un~er state law than would bc
the case under Option 1. However, OptiOll 2 still presents a committec's trea~urer
with difficult (and ea.~ily sccond-guessed) judgments about whether an exp~nditurc
must be reported, particularly where the communicatiot' con~titute5 issue advocacy
or O{herwise lacks express advocacy. To avoid this problem with minimal)1 if any,
reduction in the availability of information to the public, tbe LACDP recommeDds
that Option 2 be limited to expcnditures which constitute: (a) "contribution.~"'; (b)

"independeI1t expenditures"; pr (c) "membership communications" which Wou1d
constitute "contributioI1S" or ('independent expenditures" ifmade to persons outside
tl1e exemption set fOl1h in Gqvemmenr Code Section gS312,"

On behalf of the LACDPt I thank you for your consideration of these comments in your
deliberations concerning this important matter.

very truly yours, .

~ "'" 1:{ I~
Laurence S. Zakson
of REICH, ADELL, CROS~ & CVITAN
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cc Commissioner Philp Blair
Commissioncr Sheridan Dovmey, ill
Commissioner A. Eugene l-Iuguen~n, Jr,
Conunissioner Ray Remy
Eric C. Bauman, Chainnan, LACQP
Lance Olson, Esq.
Charles Bell, Esq.


